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INTRODUCTION

TheworkoftheHolySpiritisthemostimportantactivity

ofGodinthelifeofthebelievers,andisofspecialinterest

toChristians. Inrelationtotheissue,wecanfindthatthere

aretwoaspectstotheworkoftheSpirit:baptismandfilling

oftheHolySpirit.

EspeciallytheHolySpirithasconsidered"thecenterofthe

stagefromthetimeofPentecost"1coveredbythebookofActs

andtheearlychurch.ThroughtheworkoftheSpirit,wecan

experienceGod,andwefeelGod'spresencewithinusandthe

Christianlifewith"aspecialtangibility."2 However,unlike

otherdoctrines,thereisagreatcontroversyinapplicationof

theHolySpirit'sspecialgiftsforthechurchbecauseofthe

lackofconcreteimagery. Inordertostudythecontroversial

issues,firstweneedtoconsiderthebasicnatureoftheHoly

SpiritintheScripture.

IntheOldTestament,wecanfindtheterm,ruach(airin

    1Milliard Erickson, Christian Theology (Grand Rapids, Mich.:
BakerBookHouse,1985),846.

    2Ibid.
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motion,blowing,wind,whatisemptyortransitory,spirit),3as

God'spower. TheSpiritofGodisthesourceofcreationandthe

activeprinciple;"Theearthwaswithoutformandvoid,and

darknesswasuponthefaceofthedeep;andtheSpiritofGod

wasmovingoverthefaceofthewaters"(Gen.1:2). TheSpirit

isnotonlytheagentofGodincreation,butalsoGod'sagent

inrecreation(Job26:13;33:4;Ps.104:30;Isa.32:15).4

AnotherworkoftheSpiritistheprophecyand

"administration". AsaresultoftheSpirit'scominguponthe

prophets,theycouldspeakprophecy;"AndwhenHespoketome,

theSpiritenteredintomeandsetmeuponmyfeet;andIheard

Himspeakingtome"(Ezekiel2:2;8:3;11:1,24;cf.Num.24:2;1

Sam.10:6,10). TheSpiritofGodis"speciallyconnectedwith

thegiftandtheobligationofprophecy,"5andgenerallythework

oftheSpiritisconnectedwiththeextraordinaryandthe

abnormal,e.g.,Judges,Samuel,Elijah,Elisha,etc.,inwhich

themanifestationsoftheSpiritarewonderfulandmiraculous.
Inthetimeofthejudges,administrationbythepower
andgiftsoftheHolySpiritwasespeciallydramatic.
Thiswasatimewhentherewasverylittlenational
leadership. Muchofwhatwasdonewasaccomplishedby

    3WilliamL.Holladay,AConciseHebrewandAramaicLexiconof
theOldTestament(GrandRapids,Mich.: Wm.B.Eerdmans
PublishingCo.,1971),335.

    4WilliamBarclay,ThePromiseoftheSpirit(Philadelphia:
TheWestminsterPress,1960),12.

    5Ibid.,15.
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whatwewouldtodaycall"charismaticleadership"....
TheSpiritisseennotonlyindramaticincidents,
however. Inadditiontothequalitiesofnational
leadershipandtheheroicsofwar,hewaspresentin
Israel'sspirituallife.6

AstheinternalworkingoftheSpirit,itisdescribedin

thepowerproducingthespiritualqualitiesandspecific

activityorministry.7i.e.,theSpiritisGod'switnessinany

humansituation.

Meanwhile,intheNewTestament,theworkoftheHolySpirit,

pneuma,ismorecomplicatedthantheO.T. Jesusexplainsthe

Spiritincomparisonwiththenatureofwind;"Youhearits

sound,butyoucannottellwhereitcomesfromorwhereitis

going"(John3:8). Thus,itis"naturaltocomparethewind,

invisibleitselfbutvisibleinitseffect,withthemental

dispositiondisplayingitselfinmienandaction."8

BeforeJesuswasascendedintoheaven,Hepromisedthat"you

willbebaptizedwiththeHolySpirit"(Acts1:5). Afewdays

later,ontheverydayofPentecost,asApostlePetercitedthe

prophesyofJoel,God'spromisewasfulfilledandsetoutfor

generalpeople(Joel2:28-29;Acts2:17-18).

Especially,aftertheevent,thebookofActssometimes

    6Erickson,868.

    7Ibid.,869.

    8T.K.CheyneandS.SutherlandBlack,ed.,Encyclopedia
Biblica,Vol.4(London: TheMaCmillanCompany,1903),475.
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tellsusabout'baptismandfillingoftheSpirit,'andthese

twoissueshavecausedthecontroversybetweenPentecostals/

Charismatics,whohaveviewthatthetestimonyofSpirit-filled

witnesseswasalwaysconfirmedbytheaccompanying

manifestationsoftheSpirit'ssupernaturalsigns,andnon-

Pentecostals.

Inregardwiththeissue,weneedtoseekforthe

distinctionbetween'thebaptismandthefillingoftheSpirit'

fromthebookofActs,inordertounderstandcorrectlyand

fairlyaboutwhattheseareintheworkofGod,ultimatelyfor

thestrategyofevangelism.

BAPTISMWITHTHEHOLYSPIRIT

ManyPentecostalshaveanextremeperspectivethat"oneis

nottrulysaveduntilbaptizedintheHolySpiritwiththe

evidenceofspeakinginothertongues,"9glossolalia.Thatis,

theyhaverecognizedthat'thebaptismintheSpirit'isan

experiencedistinctfromconversionorregeneration.10

    9Stanley M. Horton, "The Pentecostal Perspective," in Five
Views On Sanctification (Grand Rapids, Mich.: Zondervan
PublishingHouse,1987),128.

    10AccordingtoBartling,theterm'Spirit-Baptism'or
'BaptismoftheSpirit'isnotfoundinjustthisforminthe
N.T.Itisbasedonthepre-Ascensionpromiseoftheresurrected
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Forinstance,StanleyHorton,professorofAssemblyofGod

TheologicalSeminary,seesthatitisnaturalforPentecostals

tomake"adistinctionbetweenthebaptismbytheSpirit,which

incorporatesbelieversintothebodyofChrist,andthebaptism

intheHolySpirit,inwhichChrististheBaptizerandwherethe

purposeistoempowerthebelieverthroughthefillingofthe

Spirit(Luke24:49;Acts1:8;2:4)".11

Somearguethatthepreposition,en,shouldbetranslated

into"in." Butfrommanypassages(Matt.12:27,28;21:23,24;

23:16-22;Acts4:12;Rom.5:9,10;12:21;Rev.13:10),wecan

knowthattheGreekword,prepositionenmeanstheinstrumentin

eachsentence. Inthissense,byorwiththeHolySpirit,the

baptizingworkisdone,andHeistheagenttobaptizeusinto

thebodyofJesusChrist. EventhoughPentecostalscommonly

speakofbaptism"in"theSpirit,intheKingJames'baptized

withtheHolySpirit'inallexcept1Cor.12:13andtherethe

LordasHechargedthemto"waitforthepromiseoftheFather,
which,Hesaid,'youheardfromMe,forJohnbaptizedwith
water,butbeforemanydaysyoushallbebaptizedwiththeHoly
Spirit'"(Acts1:4-5). Inaddition,nowhereinLukeorinPaul
isSpirit-Baptismpresentedassomethingtobesoughtbeyondthe
BaptisminstitutedbyChrist(Matt.28:19).--VictorBartling,
"Noteson'Spirit-Baptism'and'PropheticUtterance,"Concordia
TheologicalMonthly,Vol.39(SaintLouis,Mo.: Concordia
PublishingHouse,1968),708,711.

    11Horton,129-30.
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Greekprepositionisthesame.12 RevisedStandardandtheNew

InternationalversionsallrendertheGreekwordeninthese

textsby"with." Thus,wecanseethattheGreekprepositionen

haswidemeanings(in,with,orby).

Hortonrecognizesthatspeakingintonguesisonlythe

initialevidenceofthebaptismintheHolySpirit,whichmarked

thefillingoftheSpiritontheDayofPentecost. Hehas

convictionfortheevidencethroughtheeventatthehouseof

Cornelius:"fortheyheardthemspeakingintongues"(Acts

10:45).13 Heintroduces"StatementofFundamentalTruths"ofthe

AssembliesofGodasotherevidencestofollowone'sbaptismin

theSpirit.
WiththebaptismintheHolyGhostcomesuch
experiencesasanoverflowingfullnessoftheSpirit
(John7:37-39;Acts4:8),adeepenedreverenceforGod
(Acts2:43;Heb.12:28),anintensifiedconsecration
toGodanddedicationtoHiswork(Acts2:42),anda

    12FromDr.Kantzer'slecturenotes,allfiveofPromise(Matt.
3:11;Mk.1:8;Jn.1:33;andJn.7:37-39)plusfulfillmentinActs
and Johannine refer to same even by word 'receive the Holy
Spirit,' refer to historical event of Pentecost and therefore
cannotwithoutexplicitstatementbeusedasnormativeforN.T.

Regarding the baptizer, in the Greek text, autos humas
baptizeienpneumatihagio(Matt.3:11;Mk.1:8;Lk.3:16),whois
autos (third person, singular)? Of course, he is Jesus Christ,
and He is the Baptizer. In this sense, the role of the Holy
Spirit is the instrument or the means. Jesus alone promised
receiving the Spirit. Accordingly, Jesus is the Giver and the
Baptizer.

    13Horton,129.
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moreactiveforChrist,forHisWordandforthelost
(Mark16:20)....14

DonaldGelpi,aJesuitpriest,insiststhatfirstofall,

Pentecostis"anenduringmomentinthehistoryofhuman

salvation."15 Accordingtohim,ifonesrepentofsinsandopen

theirheartstoJesus,theSpiritofJesusisalwayspresentto

them,andisactivelytransformthem. In"Spirit-baptism",

secondly,theonewhoisbeingbaptized"turnstothetriuneGod

andpraysthattheSpiritofChristwillindeedrenewhisheart

bywhatevergiftsandgraceshechoosestogive.16 Eventually,

Gelpiseesthat"Spirit-baptism"istheprayeroftheindividual

beingbaptizedandbeingcommittedtocultivatingone'slife.

RusselBryrum,atheologianoftheChurchofGod,has

developedthedoublepatternof"thebaptismoftheHolyGhost"

moreelaborately.
TheBibleteaches,notonlytwoworksofgrace--the
firstcommonlydescribedasconversion,andthesecond
alaterspecialworkofGodintheheart--butitalso
clearlyteachesadoublephaseofeachofthese
experiences.Thefirstwork,conversion,includesboth
justificationandregeneration,whicharedifferentin
theirverynaturethoughbotharereceivedatthesame
time....thesecondworkincludes,notonlyaperfect
cleansingoftheheartfrominheriteddepravity,but
alsothebaptismoftheHolyGhost.17

    14Ibid.,131.

    15DonaldL.Gelpi,Pentecostalism:ATheologicalViewpoint
(NewYork: PaulistPress,1971),179.

    16Ibid.
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Thisstatementalsowasspelledoutmuchlaterinthe

constitutionof"theFire-BaptizedHolinessChurch." They

believethat"thebaptismoftheHolyGhostisobtainablebya

definiteactofappropriatingfaithonthepartofthefull

cleansedbeliever(Acts1:5;2:1-4,38;Luke11:13,Acts

19:6)."18

DonBashan,oneofthePentecostalleaders,alsoseesthat

"baptismintheHolySpiritisasecondencounterwithGod(the

firstisconversion)inwhichtheChristianbeginstoreceive

thesupernaturalpoweroftheHolySpiritintohislife."19 For

him,'baptismintheSpirit'isnotessentialforsalvation,and

theacceptanceofChristasLordandSaviorisaseparate,prior

experience.20

    17RussellR.Byrum,HolySpiritBaptismandtheSecond
Cleansing(Anderson,Ind.: GospelTrumpet,1923;reprint,
Guthrie,Okla.: FaithPublishingHouse,n.d.),18;quotedin
DonaldW.Dayton,TheologicalRootsofPentecostalism(London:
TheScarecrowPress,1987),94.Inaddition,Daytonindicates
thatthissortofpositionusuallyinvolveddistinguishing
betweenthenegativeandpositiveaspectsofthesame"work,"
theformulationthatbecamenormativeinmanyHolinesscontexts.

    18Dayton,97.

    19DonBashan,AHandbookonHolySpiritBaptism(Monroeville,
PA.: WhitakerBooks,1969),10.

    20Ibid.,15.
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Now,througharguingfromastudyofthebookofActs,we

needtodefinewhatthebaptismwiththeSpiritiscorrectly.

Firstofall,weneedtolistavarietyofexpressionsinActs

inordertolookforwherethesameexpressionsoccur.

ThePromise
Acts1:5 "tobebaptizedwiththeHoly (11:16)

Spirit"
enpneumatibaptisthesesthehagio

1:8 "thecomingoftheHoly (19:6)
Spirit(upon)
epelthontostouhagiopneumatos

PentecostandCornelius
2:4 "tobefilledwiththeHoly (9:17;13:9,
Spirit" 52;4:8,31)

eplesthesanpantespneumatos
hagiou

2:17,18,33;10:45 "topourouttheSpirit"
ekcheoapotoupneumatos

2:38;10:47 "toreceivetheHolySpirit" (8:15,17,19;
lemphesthehagioupneumatos 19:2)

10:44 "theHolySpiritfelldown (8:16;11:15)
on"
epepesentopneumatohagion

"togivetheHolySpirit" (5:32;8:18;

topneumatohagionhoedoken 11:1715:8)

FromtheeventofPentecost,pouringoutoftheHolySpirit

indicatedthatthesettimefortheLord'scominghadarrived,

notthatthediscipleshadattainedastateofsuper-

spiritualityastheyweretotarryinJerusalem. Thisoutpouring
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oftheSpiritwhichiscalledabaptismwiththeSpiritwas

somethingthathadbeenpromisedtoHisdisciplesandtoHis

people.21 BeforetheAscension,theLordgavethemthecommand;

"DonotleaveJerusalem,butwaitforthegiftmyFather

promised...butinafewdaysyouwillbebaptizedwiththeHoly

Spirit"(Acts1:4-5).
ThespiritualbaptismforetoldbyJohnandpromised
afreshbytheLordwasnowanaccomplishedfact. The
fillingwiththeSpiritwasanexperiencetobe
repeatedonseveraloccasions(cf.4:8,31;13:9);but
theSpirit-baptismtookplaceonceforall,sofaras
thebelievingcommunitywasconcerned.22

NowhereistarryingindicatedintheNewTestamentafter

thedayofthePentecostasaprerequisiteforbeingbaptized

withtheSpirit.Theonlyotherspecifiedinstanceofbaptismin

ActstookplaceinthehouseofCornelius(10:45;11:15-16),and

itoccurredthereatthemomentthepeoplebelievedwhilePeter

preachedthemessagetothem.ThepatternforGentilescoming

intothebodyofChrist"aslaiddowninthehouseofCornelius

includednopraying,nopleading,notarrying--onlybelievingin

JesusChrist,inresponsetowhichGodimmediatelybaptizedthem

    21CharlesF.Baker,UnderstandingtheBookofActs(Grand
Rapids: GraceCollegePublication,1981),19.

    22F.F.Bruce,CommentaryontheBookoftheActs(Grand
Rapids: Wm.B.EerdmansPublishingCo.,1960),56.
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withtheSpirit.Godcontinuestofollowthesamepattern

today."23

Thus,itisnotcorrectthataprerequisiteforbeing

baptizedwiththeSpiritistarrying,sincethereisnosucha

recordaftertheDayofPentecost. Itisalsoafulfillmentof

theOTexpectationexpressedintermsofGod'spromise.

InthesermonoftheapostlePeter,thisexpectationwas

fulfilledandequatedtheoutpouringoftheSpiritpromisedby

theprophetJoelinwhichthe"twoexpressionswerealludingto

thesameeventandthesameexperience(Acts1:4,5;2:17,33)24;

"Inthelastdays,Godsays,IwillpouroutmySpiritonall

people.Yoursonsanddaughterswillprophesy,youryoungmen

willseevisions,youroldmenwilldreamdreams."

Peterassuredthateveryonewhowouldrepentandbelievein

JesusbybeingbaptizedinHisnamewouldreceivefromGodtwo

gifts;theforgivenessofsinsandthegiftoftheHolySpirit.25

    23CharlesC,Ryrie,BalancingtheChristianLife(Chicago:
MoodyPress,1969),114.

    24JohnR.W.Stott,BaptismandFullness(DownersGrove,Ill.:
InterVarsityPress,1976),22.

    25InActs2:38-41,theGreekwordsrenderedby"thegiftofthe
Spirit" are ten dorean tou hagiou pneumatos. The genitive tou
hagiou pneumatos is the genitive of apposition: The Holy Spirit
Himself is the gift of Baptism, regenerating, illuminating,
sanctifying,keepingmaninthetruefaith.--Bartling,710.
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ThroughreadingofthefirsttwochaptersoftheActs,wecan

seethatthis'giftoftheSpirit'issynonymouswithwhathas

earlierbeentermed'thepromiseoftheSpirit'(1:4;2:33,39),

'thebaptismoftheSpirit'(1:5)and'outpouringoftheSpirit'

(2:17,33),althoughtwooftheseexpressionsmaybesaidto

emphasizemorethegiving,andtheothertwomorethereceiving,

oftheSpirit.26

Thus,wedounderstandthatitseemsclearfromPeter's

sermontopromisethegiftor"baptismoftheSpirit"toall

believersthroughJoel'sprophesy,inwhichheurgedit:"Repent

andbebaptized,everyoneofyou,inthenameofJesusChrist

fortheforgivenessofyoursins.Andyouwillreceivethegift

oftheHolySpirit.Thepromiseisforyouandyourchildrenand

forallthatarefaroff--forallwhomtheLordourGodwill

call"(Acts2:38-39). Thatis,thisdivinepromisecanbe

inheritedtoallbelieversthroughfaith.

Pentecostalsarguethatthosewhowerebaptizedinthe

SpiritontheDayofPentecostwerealreadysavedorregenerated.

TheyinsistthatthereceptionoftheSpiritonthatdaywasnot

theirconversion. Inotherwords,itwasnotthebeginningof

theirChristianlife. Pentecostwas'asecondexperience'

subsequenttoanddistinctfromtheirearlierconversions.For

    26Stott,25.
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Pentecostals,thispatternwouldbeappliedtoallChristian

experiencethereafter.27 Schneidersaysthatwherethereisno

experientialmanifestationoftheSpiritthatcanbe"seenand

heard",theretheSpirithadnotbeenbestowed.28

Whatevertheexegeticaldecision,Lukewantedthe
PentecosteventrelatedinActs2:1-13,37-41tobe
themodelofChristiansbaptism.Thisinitial
outpouringoftheSpiritbelongs"totheantecedents
ofChristianbaptism."Asanantecedentitwouldseem
toidentifybaptismasthelocusofthereceptionof
theSpirit.29

However,fromthecontext,JesusChristtakesawayallsins

ofbelieversandbaptizesthemwithHisSpiritwhomHe

abundantlypouredoutuponusthroughHimourSaviorwhenthey

repentandbelieve. ThebaptismorgiftoftheSpiritis"indeed

oneofthedistinctiveblessingsofthenewageusheredinby

JesusChrist."30 SincethispromisedoutpouringoftheSpiritis

accomplishedinthepresuppositionofHisdeath,resurrection

    27Dunn,BaptismintheHolySpirit,38.

    28HerbertSchneider,"BaptismintheHolySpiritintheNew
Testament,"inTheHolySpiritandPower:TheCatholic
CharismaticRenewal.ed.KilianMcDonnell(GardenCity,NY:
Doubleday&Company,1975),38.

    29KilianMcDonnell,ed."TheHolySpiritandChristian
Initiation,"inTheHolySpiritandPower:TheCatholic
CharismaticRenewal(GardenCity,NY.:Doubleday&Company,
1971).

    30Ibid.,27.
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andascension,fromthatday,whoeverbelievesinHimhas

participatedandreceivedtheSpirittobeavailablebythe

subsequent.31

JohntheBaptistpromisedthebaptismwiththeSpiritby

ChristinthefourGospels(Matt.3:11;Mark1:8;Lk.3:16;Jn.

1:33)tobedescribedasthefuturehistoricaleventofthe

outpouringoftheSpirit. Inotherwords,inJohn'sbaptism,

therewasa"realanticipationofthemessianicgiftof

forgiveness,regardedastheconditionforthefuturereception

oftheSpirit."32

InActs1:5,ChristHimselfpromisedthebaptismwiththe

Spiritinafewdays.Intheseinstances,baptisminorwiththe

HolySpiritdoesnotmeananexperiencethatbelieversmustgo

throughafterconversionbutreferstoahistoriceventthat

occurredatPentecost. ThispromisewasfulfilledattheDayof

Pentecost. InthissensethattherewasnoSpirit-baptismbefore

theAscensionofJesusChrist.

Ungeralsoseesthat"Pentecostwasthebestowalofthe

HolySpiritasthegiftofGod....ThebaptismwiththeHoly

Spiritisaninseparablepartofthatgift,and,thereforeis

    31Ibid.,29.

    32I.HowardMarshall,TheGospelofLuke:ACommentaryonthe
GreekText(GrandRapids: Wm.B.EerdmansPublishingCo.,1978),
136.
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notinanswertoprayer,oronthebasisofhumanmeritat

all...,andoccurswhenthebelieverbecomesachildofGod."33

TheLordofferstheaccomplishedsalvationtothosewhoare

trulysavedbyfaith. ItisdonewiththeSpirit-baptism,and

Christdiditall. Itis"theimmediateonce-for-allresultof

thebaptismoftheHolySpirit."34 GodgivestheSpiritonHis

own. IntheLordJesusChrist,wearesavedbyfaith,andatthe

sametimeChristbaptizesusintoHisbodywith,orbymeansof

theHolySpirit. TheSpiritisusedasthemediumof

transmittingGod'slovetobelievers.

Wemayhavethequestion,"Weretherebelieversbefore

Pentecost?" TheanswerisYes,ofcourse. But,infact,there

wasno'bodyofChrist'beforePentecost,sinceeveryonewho

believeshasbeenincorporatedinto(eis)Hisbodythrough'the

baptismwiththeSpirit'accomplishedbyChrist(cf.1Cor.12).

Thus,ifonehasn'treceivedthisbaptism,heisn'taChristian

atall.

InthecontextofActs,especiallyatPentecost,thereis

theprinciplesignificanceofthestoryintermsof'salvation-

    33MerrillF.Unger,TheBaptizingWorkoftheHolySpirit
(Wheaton,Ill.: VanKampenPress,1953),59.

    34SpirosZodhiates,TheHolySpirit'sBaptismandInfilling
(Chattanooga,TN: AMGPublishers,1983),10.
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history'unlikePentecostals. Itisthebeginningofthenewage

andnewcovenantbybeingbaptizedintheSpiritthatwhichhad

notbeenbefore.i.e.,PentecostwastheclimaxofJesus'

ministryforHisdisciples.35

HewhohadearlierreceivedtheSpiritforthepublic
dischargeofHisownmessianicministryhadnow
receivedthesameSpirittoimparttoHis
representativesonearth,inorderthattheymight
continuetheministrywhichHebegan. Hispresent
impartationoftheSpirittothem,attendedasitwas
bysensiblesigns,wasafurtheropenvindicationof
theclaimthatHewastheexaltedMessiah.36

FromtheSamaritanrevivalandthebaptizingworkofthe

HolySpiritinActs8:4-25,itseemsthattherewasfirstthe

ministryofregeneration. However,oneoftheproblematic

questionisthatwhethertheSamaritansweresavedbeforePeter

andJohncamedownfromJerusalem,andtheyreceivedtheHoly

Spiritbythelayingonoftheirhands.37 Fromthisevent,

    35Dunn,BaptismintheHolySpirit,40. Inaddition,Dunn
seesthatasJesusenteredthenewageandcovenantbybeing
baptizedintheSpiritatJordan,sothedisciplesfollowedhim
inlikemanneratPentecost.

    36F.F.Bruce,CommentaryontheBookofActs,72.

    37InDanielA.Tappeiner'streatise,TheBiblicalDoctrineof
theHolySpirit, p.30,hesaysthatindeedthenarrativeofthe
Samaritanmissionseemstoimplythatupuntilthattimeall
convertshadexperiencedthetotalcomplexsothatthelackof
theexpectedcharismaticreceptionoftheSpiritwasrecognized
andfurtheractionwastakenbytheapostlesintheformof
layingonofhands(Acts8:9-19). This"pan-Pentecostal
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Pentecostaltheologiansholdevidenceforanormativesecond

workofgrace,thebaptismwiththeSpiritsometimeafter

conversion,andtheirlegitimatesuccessorsareabletoconfer

theSpirit.38 TheSamaritanbelieversunliketheJerusalem

peopleonthedayofPentecosthadnotsimultaneouslyreceived

thegiftoftheHolySpiriteventhoughtheywerebaptizedby

PhilipintothenameoftheLordofJesus(8:16). Theyall

listenedcarefullytoPhilip'swords(v.6),believedhis

messageandreceivedGod'swords(v.14);andtheywerebaptized

eisthenameoftheLordJesusChrist.39 Fromthepassages,

therecanbelittledoubtthattheyweregenuineChristians

exceptSimon,whoseconfessionoffaithturnedoutlatertobe

counterfeit(8:18ff). AccordingtoLongenecker,"Simon'sbelief

inJesusseemstohavebeenlikethatspokenofinJohn2:23-25-

-i.e.,basedonlyonmiraculoussignsandthusinferiortotrue

assumption"providesonewayofunderstandingtheover-all
experienceoftheHolySpiritunderlyingtheNTwritings.

    38G.R.Beasley-Murray,BaptismintheNewTestament(Grand
Rapids:Wm.B.Eerdmans,1962),96ff.

    39FromDr.Kantzer'slecturenotes,Dunnseesthattherewas
notheconverteduntilapostlesarrived.Thereasonsarethat
theybelieve[in]Philip,andthereisnotheGreekword,eis.
Butthetextinv.12doesnotsaythat. WhenPhilippreached,
theybelievedtheKingdomofGodandJesusChrist. Moreover,
Lukeneversaysanythingtodisparagetheirfaith.Rightbelief
isn'talwaysfollowedbyeis(cf.Acts16:34;18:8).
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commitmenttoJesus."40

ItisunusualcasethattheapostlesinJerusalemsentPeter

andJohnwhentheyheardthatSamaritanshadreceivedtheWord

ofGod. Underthesituation,itwasnecessarytoconfirmand

attestwhether"theywerefullyincorporatedintothenew

communityofthepeopleofGod."41 Moreover,wecannotseethat

thereisanyrecordthattheapostleslaidtheirhandson

convertsbeforetheyreceivedtheSpiritinotherpassagesin

theBookofActs.

AnapostolicdelegationtotheSamaritanswastheexceptional

procedureinordertoassureasignofincorporationinJesus

Christ.42

Somecharismaticsregardthisargumentas"thenorm." Butif

werecognizethattheSamaritans'experiencewasabnormal,this

abnormalityneednotberepeatedtoday43foreveryChristian,

    40RichardN.Longenecker,"TheActsoftheApostles,"inThe
Expositor'sBibleCommentary,ed.FrankE.Gaebelen,Vol.9
(GrandRapids: ZondervanPublishingHouse,1981),358.

    41F.F.Bruce,CommentaryOntheBookoftheActs,182.

    42Theothersignificantargumentisthatifspeakingin
tonguesisthesignofbaptismorreceivingoftheHolySpirit,
thiswouldbenecessarilyplaceforitinthetext. EveninActs
9whenPaulwasconvertedorregeneratedorbaptizedorfilled,
inanycasenotonguesspeakingisrecorded.

    43Inaddition,theSamaritanswereaccustomedtobeing
despisedasoutsidersbythepeopleofJerusalematthattime,
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sincethishistoricalsituationwasunique,andthereareno

Apostlestoday,evenifweagreethat"theylaterreceived[the

HolySpirit]bythelayingonoftheApostles'handsmusthave

beenaspecialendowmentofpowerwhichmanifesteditselfin

physicalwayswhichcouldbeobserved."44

BaptismorreceptionoftheSpiritarehereseparatedin

suchawaythatnotonlyanintervalintimebutalsodifferent

personswereinvolved. Onlybeingbaptized(mononde

bebaptismenoi)wasperformedbyPhilipinthenameofJesuswith

faith(v.12),whilethefillingoftheSpiritwasimparted

throughthelayingonofhandsbyPeterandJohn(v.17)45as

representativesoftheLord.

Thus,theeventinSamariacannotleadunilaterallytothe

conclusionthattheHolySpiritwasimpartednotbybaptism,but

onlybythelayingonofhands,orevenonlybythelayingonof

handsonthepartoftheapostles. Theyweresimplyfulfilling

theauthoritativerolepromisedthembytheLord(cf.Matt.16;

19).

InActs11:16ff,whenPeterwasinJerusalem,hetoldthe

ChristiansinJudeawhathadhappenedatthehouseofCornelius

namely,'theJewish-Samaritanschism.'

    44Baker,UnderstandingtheBookofActs,46.

    45EdmundSchlink,TheDoctrineofBaptism,trans.HerbertA.
Bouman(St.Louis,Mo.: ConcordiaPublishingHouse,1972),64.
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inCaesareaafewdaysbefore. Itwassaidthattherewasthe

ministryoftheSpirit-baptismatCaesareawheretherewere

GentilesbeingbaptizedintothemysticalbodyofChrist,and

becoming"heirstogetherwithIsrael,memberstogetherofone

body,andsharingtogetherinthepromiseinChristJesus"(Eph.

3:6).

PeterdrawsaparallelbetweenthehouseholdofCornelius

andthedisciplesonthedayofPentecost(11:15;15:8). The

descentoftheSpiritontheseGentileswasoutwardlymanifested

inmuchthesamewaywiththedisciples'receptionoftheSpirit

atPentecost:speakingintongueandproclaimingthemighty

worksofGod.46

IncomparingtheGentilebelieverswiththeconvertsin

JerusalemonthedayofPentecost,adifferenceintheorderof

eventsmightbemarked. Theorder(2:37ff)wasconvictionofsin,

repentance,faith,baptisminthenameofJesusChristforthe

remissionofsins,andthereceptionofthegiftoftheHoly

Spirit.ButherethereceptionoftheSpiritcomesfirst(10:47-

48).
Thereisnoexplicitmentionoffaithintheimmediate
context,butitisinevitablyimplied;itissuggested
moredefinitelyinPeter'sreportinCh.11:17(where
hiswords"whenwebelievedontheLordJesusChrist"

    46F.F.Bruce,230.Bruceseesthat"magnifyGod"
(megalunontontontheon)inv.46issynonymouswith
"speaking...themightyworksofGod"(lalountontamegaleia
toutheou).
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clearlymeanthattheGentilesreceivedtheSpirit
whentheybelieved),andinCh.15:7-9heexpressly
linkstheGentiles'receptionoftheSpiritwiththe
factthattheybelievedandhadtheirheartscleansed
byfaith.OnlyafterthedescentoftheSpiritonthe
believingGentilesweretheybaptized.47

TheeventhappenedinCaesareawasindeeda"baptismwith

theSpirit." Itwasnotanexperiencedistinctfromand

subsequenttoconversionbutitwassimultaneouswithconversion.

ThemeaningoftheSpirit'sbaptismofCorneliusisdescribedin

11:18;"Sothen,GodhasgrantedeventheGentilesrepentance

untolife." ItseemsthattherewasthebestowaloftheSpirit

forsalvationonpeoplewhopreviouslywerenotChristians.

FromthetextinActs11:15-18,wecanrecognizethatthe

Lordredeemseveryonewhobelievesconsequenttotheeventsof

Hiscrucifixion,death,andresurrectioninthehistory.

Especially,throughthehistoricaleventatJerusalem,Caesarea,

andEphesus,JesusChristwouldjointoHismysticalbodyevery

futurebeliever.48

    47Ibid. ItservedtoconvincePeterandtheJewsthatGod
wasalsosavingtheGentilesandledPetertoacceptthe
GentilesintothechurchonexactlythesamelevelastheJews
andonthesamesimpleconditionoffaithinJesusChristas
LordandSaviour. TheentirepointofthesetwochaptersinActs
10and11,isnot,therefore,thatCorneliusexperiencedapost-
conversionworkoftheHolySpiritinadditiontosavingfaith,
butthatGentilesjustasmuchasJewscouldbesavedbygrace
throughfaith.--Dr.Kantzer'slecturenotes.

    48Zodhiates,29.
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Asweconsideredit,thebookofActsrecordsinstancesof

thebaptismoftheSpiritonthedayofPentecostandinthe

houseofCornelius(Acts1:5;10:44-47;11:15-16),butitisnot

easytofindtheexactexplanationofwhathappenswhenoneis

baptizedinActs. Asasupplementarymaterial,wemayexplain

themeaningofthebaptizingworkoftheSpiritin1Corinthians

12:13:"Forwewereallbaptizedenenipneumatieisensoma...

andwewereallgiventheoneSpirittodrink." Thisiswhywe

canseethatthebaptismissomethingthatoccursoncewhenwe

trulybelieveinJesusChristourSavior,weareunitedto

Christ. Accordinglyitprimarilycanbeexpressedasamatterof

positionintheaccomplishedevent,andinwhichtheresulting

positionisclearlystatedasaplaceinthebodyofChrist.

Whilewaterbaptismoutwardlyidentifiesthebelieverwith

otherbelieversinthebodyofChrist,theSpirit-baptism

inwardlymakesapersonpartofthatorganismcalledthebodyof

Christ. Therefore,baptismis"ameansofidentificationofa

partwithwhole,ofanindividualmemberwiththewholebody."49

THEFILLINGOFTHEHOLYSPIRIT

InActs2:4,HowardErvinarguesthattheGreekword

    49Zodhiates,9.



23

eplesthesan("theywerefilled,"aorist,indicative,passive)

commonlyemployedwithverbswhichdenoteentranceintoastate

orcondition. Inotherwords,sincetheyenteredintothestate

orconditionoffullnessoftheHolySpiritwhentheywere

baptizedintheSpirit,it"wasnotatransitoryexperiencethat

neededtoberepeated,butanabidingstateorconditionof

fullnessoftheSpirit."50

BrunersaysthatinPentecostalopinion,'baptisminthe

Spirit'istofilledwith(2:4),toreceive(2:38),tobesealed

by(Eph.1:13),ortobeanointedwith(2Cor.1:21)theSpirit,

whichisnotconsideredthatthesedifferenttermsreferto

differentexperiences.i.e.,'thebaptismintheSpirit'is

simplythefullreceptionoftheHolySpirit.51

However,accordingto2:38,"theSpiritisimpartedtothose

whoarealreadyconvertedandbaptized."52 TheGreekword

pneumatosemphasizesthelastingunionwiththeSpirit

accompaniedbyplesthenaipneumati,"whichmaintainsthateach

actualizationoftheSpiritistheactofGodandcomesfrom

    50HowardM.Ervin,SpiritBaptism:ABiblicalInvestigation
(Peabody,Mass.: HendricksonPublishers,1987),45.

    51FrederickDaleBruner,ATheologyoftheHolySpirit:The
PentecostalExperienceandtheNewTestamentWitness(Grand
Rapids: Wm.B.EerdmansPublishingCo.,1970),59-60.

    52GerhardFriedrich,ed.TheologicalDictionaryoftheNew
Testament,Vol.6(GrandRapids: Wm.B.EerdmansPublishingCo.),
412.
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Him.53 TheSpiritgivesthepowerinthefullness"whichenables

thebelievertodischargeaspecialtask,toexpresshisfaith

inconcreteaction."54

Withtheunusualmeaningtobe"intendedtoequipthemfor

theirparticularapostolicworkasinspiredandauthoritative

teachers,"55therewerefilledwiththeSpiritonthedayof

Pentecost. Theygatheredandafteraprayer,theplacewhere

theyweremeetingwasshaken,andtheywereallfilledwiththe

HolySpiritandspoketheWordofGodboldly(Acts4:28ff). For

them,itisnecessarytoreceivethefillingoftheSpirit

repeatedlyinordertopreachGod'swordtopeoplewithgreat

boldnessagainsttheprohibitiontospeakbytheSanhedrin

(4:15ff). Wecansaythatthisfillinggavethosementhe

endowmentswhenevertheyneededtoqualifythemtodothework

ofanapostle.

ThefillingoftheSpiritonthedayofPentecost(Acts2:4)

wasfollowedbytheconversionofthreethousandpeople(2:41).

PeterwasfilledwiththeSpiritagainashespoketothe

Sanhedrinandbeforerulersandelders(4:8ff).Afterthat

peoplewarnedhimnottospeakorteachatallinthenameof

    53Ibid.,406. FromActs2:4and9:17,"filledwiththeHoly
Spirit"isregardedasthebeginningofalastingpossession.

    54Ibid.

    55Stott,30.
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Jesus,thedisciplesraisedtheirvoicetogetherinprayerto

Godwhentheyheardthis. TheywerefilledwiththeHolySpirit

again(4:31).

Inchapter6,thequalificationofthechoosingoftheseven

tohelptheapostleswastobefilledwiththeSpirit(v.3).

WhenthesevenwereneededtoservebelieversinJerusalem,they

werechosenonthebasisthatwere"fulloftheHolySpiritand

wisdom"(Acts6:3-5).Thesequalificationswerenotjustfor

theirpositioninChrist,butforserviceforthegloryofthe

Lord. WealsoareexpectedtobefilledwiththeSpirit,andto

demonstrateourfaithandwisdomforthechurchtoday. Atthe

beginningofPaul'snewlifeinChrist,hewasfilledwiththe

Spirit(9:17). Barnabaswascharacterizedas"agoodman,and

fulloftheHolySpiritandoffaith"(Acts11:24),andthenew

disciplesatAntiochofPisidiawere"filledwithjoy,andwith

theHolySpirit"(Acts13:52). Theyallworkedpowerfullyinthe

fillingoftheHolySpiritintheirmissionfields.

SometimesthebelieverswerefilledwiththeSpiritto

enablethemtoaccomplishanextraordinarytask. AfterPaulwas

convertedandwenttoDamascustomeetAnanias,hewastoldthat

hewouldbe"filledwiththeHolySpirit." ItindicatedthatGod

wantedtousehimasamightyworkerforHisspecialministry.

(Acts9:17;22:12-15;26:16-23).56 Wheneverwespeakofthe

    56Zodhiates,44.
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poweroftheSpiritinexperientialterms,wemustdescribeit

inrelationtotheworkoftheSpirit. Forfulfillmentand

affirmation,thefillingoftheSpiritisinfusedinto"the

life-givingpresenceoftheCreatorwhohascomeasRedeemer."57

Forthesereasons,itisabsolutelynecessarythatbelievers

receivethefillingoftheSpiritagainandagain,andthe

Spiritstandsreadytodothesameforthechurchtoday.58 We

needtokeepinmindthatineveryinstancesofthefillingof

theSpiritinthebookofActs,"thefillingoftheSpirit,

controllingthedisciplesintheirservicefortheirLord,

resultedinthesalvationofsouls."59

ThisrepeatedfillingoftheSpiritwasillustratedinthe

experienceofthedisciplesduringtheearlydaysofthechurch.

Simply,tobefilledwiththeSpiritistobecontrolledbythe

HolySpirit. ThefillingoftheSpiritisactuallytheresultof

thebaptismwiththeSpirit. AllChristiansdonotexperience

equallythefillingoftheSpirit. Itishappenedinvarious

degrees(cf.Rom.12:4-8;1Cor.12:4-13),andwheneverthe

    57EdmundP.Clowney,"TheChurchintheBibleandtheWorld,"
inTheBiblicalTheologyoftheChurch,ed.D.A.Carson (Grand
Rapids: BakerBookHouse,1987),64.

    58Ryrie,BalancingtheChristianLife,112.

    59Ibid.,121.
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conditionsforinfillingaremet,theLordaddsofbeingfilled

continuallythroughfaithinthefinishedredemptiveworkof

Christ.

HowcanonebefilledwiththeSpirit? Whatdidthe

ScriptureteachaboutwhenandhowtheHolySpiritisreceived?

Forthisquestion,wemayhaveaclearanswer.
We'receivedtheSpirit',he[Paul]insisted,notasa
resultofanygoodworksofobediencewhichwemay
havedone,but'byhearingwithfaith',thatis,by
hearingandbelievingthegospel(Gal.3:2).More
simply,"We...receivethepromiseoftheSpirit
throughfaith'(Gal.3:14).Andthecontextmakesit
clearthatthis'faith'isnotsomesecond,post-
conversionactoffaith,butsavingfaith,thefaith
whichrespondstothegospelandlaysholdofChrist.60

LetusgobacktotheearlychapterofActstothinkabout

whathappenedontheDayofPentecost. Thehousewasfilledwith

theSpirit,andtheLordpouredouttheSpiritfromheavenand

thusbaptizedwiththeSpiritfirstthedisciplesandthenthe

3,000whoheardtheWordrepented,believedandwerebaptized

withwater. Wemayassumethattheyreceivedtheremissionof

sinsandthegiftoftheHolySpirit.

Whentheywereunbelievers,throughPeter'spreachingthey

repentedimmediatelyandbelievedwithoutanyneedtowait,and

theyreceivedthefogivennessofsins,thesamepromise,andthe

giftoftheSpiritatthesametime,eventhoughitdoesnot

    60Stott,BaptismandFullness,31.
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seemtohavesameexperienceofthemiraculousphenomena.i.e.,

asoundlikeablowingofaviolentwind,thetonguesoffire,

orspeakingtonguesinforeignlanguages.

HullseesthatsincethedescentoftheSpirituponthe

peopleatthetimeofPentecostisthefirstaccountinActsof

thegiftoftheSpirittothosewhowerenewconverts,wemay

havereasonableanswer"inconcludingthatwheneverthesethree

conditions,(i)repentance,(ii)faithinJesus,and(iii)

baptisminHisname,arecompliedwith,thebestowalofthe

Spiritisassured."61

ThestoryofActsthatthediscipleswererepeatedlyfilled

withtheHolySpiritistherecurringeventratherthanthenorm,

whenevertheyneededit. Wemustnotforgetthattheresultof

thisbaptismoftheSpiritwasthat"theywereallfilledwith

theHolySpirit"(Acts2:4).i.e.,thefillingoftheSpirtwas

theconsequenceofthebaptismoftheSpirit,62andhence"the

outpouringoftheSpiritcanberepeatedwherevermencometo

faith"63(cfActs8:17f;10:44f).

    61J.H.E.Hull,TheHolySpiritIntheActsoftheApostles
(NewYork: TheWorldPublishingCompany,1968),89.

    62Ibid.,48.

    63TDNT,411.
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THERESULTOFTHEINFILLINGWITHTHESPIRIT

Allofresultsoftheinfillingclaimconstantactioninthe

wayofthepresentparticiple. Aboveall,Christiansarecalled

upontouseandtoexercisethepowerthatisinusthroughthe

indwellingoftheHolySpirit,andHehelpstodo;"Inthesame

way,theSpirithelpsusinourweakness.Wedonotknowwhatwe

oughttoprayfor,buttheSpirithimselfintercedesforuswith

groansthatwordscannotexpress"(Rom.8:27).

TheSpiritofChristdwellsinthetrulyspiritualbelievers.

Christisnotonlyinheaven,butalsowithinus,asreallyand

trulyinhabitingourbodiesaswedo,anditmustbebelievedby

personalfaithinordertosecureourabidinginChrist. He

manifestsHimselfwithinus,andestablishestheconfidence. The

Spiritdirectsandempowersforthemission(Acts1:8).

Peterencouragesusthatthelifeofgodlinessisavailable

forusinandthroughthepoweroftheHolySpirit;"Hisdivine

powerhasgivenuseverythingweneedforlifeandgodliness

throughourknowledgeofhimwhocalledusbyhisowngloryand

goodness"(2Peter1:3). LikewisePeterremindsusthat

Christiansarethechosen"accordingtotheforeknowledgeofGod

theFatherthroughsanctificationoftheSpirit"(1Peter1:2).

Pauldefinitelysaidthat"Goddidnotcallustobeimpure,but



30

toliveaholylife"(1Thess.4:7),"beingbuiltupandwalking

inthefearoftheLordandinthecomfortoftheHolySpirit"

(Acts9:31).

Humanbeingcannotmakeoneselfholy. AstheLordisthe

authorofregenerationthroughtheSpirit-baptism,mancanbe

sanctifiedbythepoweroftheSpirit. Whileholinessisthe

workoftheHolySpirit,italsoinvolvesahumanresponsein

ordertobecontrolledbythepoweroftheSpirit. Thefruitsof

thefillingwiththeSpiritmustbeexperienced'hereandnow'

throughthesanctifyingworkoftheSpiritandthroughthe

beliefinthetruth. Itisanactualtransformationofthe

characterandconditionoftheChristiansintheprocessofthe

lifewithjoy(cf.Acts13:52).

Apersonwhowasbornagainpossessesaspiritualpowerwith

desiretobelikeJesusChrist. TheworkoftheHolySpiritin

thelifeis"notmerelythenegativeworkofmortificationof

theflesh(Rom.8:13),butalsotheproductionofapositive

likenesstoChrist."64 Literallyregenerationisthechangeof

thedirectionofone'slifefromabenttowardsintoatendency

toliverighteouslythroughthepoweroftheHolySpirit. That

is,regenerationmeansanewbeing,anewdisposition,andanew

attitudetowardholiness. NewlifeinChristisorientedtoward

godlinessthroughthefillingwiththeSpirit. Evenafter

    64Erickson,ChristianTheology,875.
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regeneration,thereisneedforcontinuingprogressivegrowth.

Thismanifestationmustbearthe"fruitsoftheSpirit"in

one'slife;"love,joy,peace,patience,kindness,goodness,

faithfulness,gentlenessandself-control"(Gal.5:22-23).

Forvictoriousspiritualliving,dedicationisvery

importantmatter. AccordingtoRyrie,the"scripturalpictureis

aninitialactofdedicationwhichincludesallofoneselffor

allofone'slife."65 ApostlePaulappealstotheChristiansto

dedicatetheirlivesforthegloryofGod;"Offeryourselvesto

God,asthosewhohavebeenbroughtfromdeathtolife;and

offerthepartsofyourbodytoHimasinstrumentsof

righteousness"(Rom.6:13). Becausededicationisrelatedtothe

fillingoftheSpirit,tobefilledwiththeSpiritmeanstobe

controlledbytheSpirit. Therecanbenorealexperienceofthe

vitalworkoftheHolySpiritwithoutcontinuousdedication.

i.e.,"dedicationallowstheHolySpirittofillthelifeofthe

believers"66;"Allthebelieverswereoneinheartandmind"

(Acts4:32).

Thewholelifeofregeneratedmanisacontinualfightof

spiritagainst'flesh'andofthenewagainsttheoldman;"For

thesinfulnaturedesireswhatiscontrarytotheSpirit,and

    65CharlesC.Ryrie,BalancingtheChristianLife(Chicago:
MoodyPress,1969),81.

    66Ibid.,83.
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theSpiritwhatiscontrarytothesinfulnature.Theyarein

conflicteachother"(Gal.5:17). The"conflictistheresultof

ournewbeinginChristandyet,atthesametime,livinginthe

word."67 WalkingintheSpiritmeanswalkingintensionbetween

theSpiritandtheflesh. Forregeneratedperson,thereisa

strugglenotbetweenreasonandfleshlikeunregeratedman,but

betweentheSpiritandflesh. ThelifeofChristianisin

tensionbetweenacitizenoftheearthandacitizenofthe

kingdomofGod(cf.Phil.3:20). Eventually,itleadsthe

spiritualwarfare;"Forourstruggleisnotagainstfleshand

blood,butthespiritualforcesofevilintheheavenlyrealms"

(Eph.6:12). ReligiouscommitmentandcontinualobediencetoGod

withrepentanceareinseparablefromthefillingoftheSpirit.

ThroughthiscontinuousandlifelongprocessinChrist,we

havehopetoreachthefullglorificationtobeliberatedfrom

theearthlybondagetodecayandbroughtintotheglorious

freedomofthechildrenofGod(Rom.8:21). Inreachingthe

perfectandtotallikenesstoChristandtoGod,this

"perfectionwillbethefinalstageinthehistoryoftheimage

ofGod,forinthelifetocome,God'speoplewillperfectly

    67SinclairB.Ferguson,"TheReformedView,"inChristian
Spirituality:FiveViewsofSanctification,ed.DonaldL.
Alexander(DownersGrove,Ill.: IntervarsityPress,1988),61.
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imageHimandChrist,whois'theexactrepresentationofhis

being'(Heb.1:3)."68 Thisistheultimategoalofthespiritual

lifeorthelifeofChristlikenessbythefullnessoftheSpirit.

SUMMARYOFTHEDIFFERENCEBETWEENTHEBAPTISM

ANDTHEFULLNESS

Firstofall,althoughbelieversmaybefilledwiththe

Spiritrepeatedly,thereisnorecordofanyonebeingbaptized

bytheSpiritmorethanonce.Inotherwords,thereisone

baptismwiththeSpirit,buttherearemanyoperationsinthe

fillingoftheSpirit. Inordertousebelieversin

accomplishingGod'scorporateplanforHissalvationhistory,

theLordfillsHisSpirittoeachoneinvariousmanners.69

Second,whiletheSpirit-baptismisa'uniqueinitiatory

experience'astheunrepeatable,theinfillingoftheSpiritis

"intendedtobeacontinuing,thepermanentresult,thenorm"70

    68AnthonyA.Hoekema,"TheReformedView,"inFiveViewson
Sanctification(GrandRapids: ZondervanPublishingHouse,1987),
88.

    69Inthissense,thesoleconditionmentionedforreceiving
theHolySpiritanditssupernaturalsignintheBookofActsis
thattheyshouldbelieveinChristandbebaptized. Nothing
more! Asupernaturalsignistovalidatethedivineapprovalof
whathadtakenplace.--Dr.Kantzer'slecturenotes.
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whichneedstobemaintained. TheHolySpiritisfilledby

repentancewhichistheonlywaytorecovery. Everydedicated

Christianneeds"afreshempoweringbytheSpirit"71atevery

momentinone'slife.

Third,thefullnessoftheSpiritissometimesendowedwith

aparticularministryforthepeopleofGod,e.g.,Johnthe

Baptistforhispropheticministry(Lk.1:15-17),theApostles

forlifelongworkattheDayofPentecost(Acts2:4),theseven

menforthecareofothers(6:3ff),Barnabas(11:24),the

disciplesofPisidianAntioch(13:52),Ananiasandthelifeof

Paulasanapostle(9:17;22:12-15;26:16-23),Peter'spreaching

atSanhedrin,thedisciple'sministrydespitepersecution,and

thestoryofStephen'smartyr(4:8,31;7:55;13:9),etc. They

wereallfilledwiththeSpiritforGod'sspecialtaskwith

unusualpowerinwitnessingthelivingLord.

Thereare,however,nosimilarstatementstobebaptized

withtheSpiritfortheirministriesafterconversion. Thatis,

thebaptizingworkoftheSpiritis'once-for-all'event,andit

wouldbeeffectivewhenwebelieveinJesusChristourSaviorat

thetimeofregeneration. Further,thereisnocommandfor

anyonetobebaptizedwiththeHolySpirit,whileevery

ChristianisundercommandmenttobefilledwiththeHolySpirit.

    70Stott,48.

    71Ibid.
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RegardingEphesian5:18,theverb,pleroustheenpneumati

(befilledtheSpirit)isintheimperativemoodandpresent

tense,andit"refersinGreektocontinuous,repeatedaction."72

Inotherwords,weneedtohaveconstantlyandrepeatedlybeing

filledwiththeSpirit. Meanwhile,theverb,abaptisthemenin1

Corinthians12:13isusedwiththeaoristtenseintermsof

once-for-allexperienceandtheexpressionofthebodyofChrist

thatthereis"oneLord,onefaith,onebaptism"(Eph.4:5).

BelieversbelongtoChristonceforallthroughtheSpirit-

baptism,butthefillingwiththeSpiritisneededforthe

servicetoChristlikeachargingbattery.

Fourth,atPentecosttheywereallfilledwiththeHoly

Spirit. Asaresultofthefilling,thediscipleswerespeaking

intongues(Acts2:4),theypraisedthewonderfulworksofGod

(2:14),presentedtheboldnessinpreaching(2:42),expressed

theunselfishnessofheart(2:44,45),andspokeoftheir

gloriousecstaticworship(2:46).73

ThroughthefulfillmentoftheSpirit-baptism,Hecreates

newpeopleofGod.74 Believerscanparticipateinthenewand

    72Criswell,22.

    73Ibid.,24.

    74AtPentecost,eventhoughthebaptismandthefillingwith
theSpiritoccurredatthesametime,thisdoesnotmeanthat
theyarealwayssimultaneousoridentical.

Ungerindicatesthat"failuretodifferentiatetheseterms
intheaccountsoftheinitialbestowmentsoftheHolySpiritas
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divineinstitution,theChurchas'thebodyofChrist'. At

Pentecost,theworkoftheSpirit-baptismaddedthreethousands

convertstothepeopleofGod,andHehasbeendoinginorderto

regeneratethenewmembersfromJerusalem,toJudea,toSamaria,

andtotheendoftheworld(1:8;2:41).

Ontheonehand,theresultofthespirit-baptismwas

effectingtheincreaseoftheChurchintermsofthat"theLord

addedtothechurch,""totheirmembers"(2:47). Ithasbeen

manifestedtothosewhoarebeingsaved(5:14).75 Ontheother

hand,theresultsofthefillingwiththeSpirithelpsbelievers

tomaintainhighspirituallife. Accordinglyitisnecessaryto

havecontinualfillings(4:8,31;9:17;13:9).
ItissomethingGoddoesforusinestablishingour
relationshipwithChristandwiththefellowmembers
ofChrist'sbody.ThefillingoftheHolySirit,
however,isexperiential.Theexperiencehastodo
withdivineempowerment.Itradicallyaffects
Christianlifeandservice.ThefillingoftheHoly
SiritistrulyPentecostalasActs2:4graphically
avows.76

atPentecost,inSamaria,andatCaesarea,andtheconsequent
practiceofmakingallofthemsynonymouswiththebaptismwith
theSpirit,havecausedirrespirableharm,andinterminable
confusionintheChurchofJesusChrist.WhenScriptureuses
differenttermstodescribecertainoperationsorministries,it
isalwayssafeexegesistoassumetheyarenotsynonymous,
unlessthetestimonyofScriptureasawholeprovesotherwise."-
-Unger,TheBaptizingWorkoftheHolySpirit,64.

    75Unger,61.
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Fifth,thebaptismwiththeSpiritincludesfreedomfromsin

(Acts2:38). BeforewebelieveinJesusChrist,wewereunder

thereignofsin.i.e.,wewerethesalvesofsin(Rom.6:20).

However,throughtheSpirit-baptism,Christiansareundoubtedly

nolongerunderthepowerofsin. Sinnolongerreignsover

thosewhoarewithinthesphereofgrace. Itisdefinite,once

forall,andacompleteeventinthepastthroughthedeath,the

resurrection,andtheascensionofourSaviorJesusChrist(Acts

4:12).

Althoughsincannotreigninthelifeofthetruebelievers

anymore,itissurvivingintheirmortalbody,sarx.Forthis

reason,weneedtofilltheSpiritcontinuouslyinourlivesin

ordertomortifytheearthlylifeandgetridofcorruptnature.

ThismeanstoreflectandtoconformtheveryimageofJesus

ChristthroughthefillingwiththeHolySpirit(cf.Acts2:42ff;

6;10).

CONCLUSION

Aswediscussedabouttheissuewiththebiblicaltestimony,

specificallyinthebookofActs,itseemsthat'thebaptism

withtheSpirit'isthesamewiththepromiseoftheSpiritas

    76Criswell,24.
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thesalvationofthesoulintermsoftheremissionofsinsand

theassuranceofredemption. Italsoincludesthattheworkof

theHolySpiritisregenerating,indwelling,andtransforming

people.

Inthissense,wecansaythattheSpirit-baptismis

'primarilyinitiatory,'whereasthefillingoftheSpiritis

secondary. FromthepositivesideofthePentecostal'stheology,

weshouldbestimulatedbytheemphasisonevangelisminthe

poweroftheSpiritwithaccompanyingsupernaturalsigns,on

empoweringforservice,andadeepenedreverenceforGodwith

ardentworship.

Itmustbenoted,however,thatthroughusingtheterm,'new

baptismintheSpirit,'whatonecanrenewthechurchandeach

oneofbelieversisclearlywrong. Thisistheempoweringofthe

HolySpiritorthefillingwiththeSpirit,not'baptisminthe

Spirit.' ItisbettertoexpressthattheinfillingoftheHoly

SpiritisalsoaworkofGodinbelieversthatinvolvestheir

responsibleparticipationsforthewidevarietyofspiritual

experiences.

Speakingintonguesalsoshouldbesaidtobeoneof

empoweringworkoftheHolySpirit,nottheinitialevidenceof

theSpirit-baptism(cf.1Cor.12). Inaword,wedonotneedto

seeksucha'Spirit-baptism'asapostconversionexperience. If

Godwantstogiveittotheindividuals,itwillbegivento
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themasoneofmanygiftsfortheirspiritualawarenessand

maturefaith.

Aswehavealreadyindicated,theSpiritteachesusthat

thereis'onebaptism'and'manyfillings'forthespiritual

lifeofthebeliever.
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